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R e f e r e n c e  
Arts and Humanities through the Eras NX440 .A78 2005 
Baker's Dictionary of Music ML100 .S635 1997 
Billboard Illustrated Encyclopedia of Opera ML102 .O6 B55 2004 
Dictionary of American Classical Composers ML106.U B87 2005 
Evenings with the Orchestra MT125 .H62 1992 
Great Composers: Their Lives and Times ML390 .G82 1987 
Illustrated Encyclopedia of Musical Instruments ML102 .I5 I4 1996 
International Encyclopedia of Dance GV1585 .I586 1998 
New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians ML100 .N48 2001 
New Oxford History of Music ML160 .N44 
Oxford History of Western Music ML160.T18 2005 

C a l l  N u m b e r s  
M5-1490 Instrumental Music 
M1495-5000  Vocal Music 
ML159-3799 Literature of Music: History, Criticism, Biographies of Individual Composers 
MT Music theory and composition 

S u b j e c t  H e a d i n g s  
Use the Library of Congress Subject Headings (large red books in the reference area).  
Music -- <subdivided by country> Music -- <subdivided by time period> 
     example: Music -- America       example: Music -- 16th Century 
by composer name (last name, first) by genre - eg. Sonatas 

P e r i o d i c a l  D a t a b a s e s  
Academic Search Premier ProQuest Research Library 
New York Times Historical WA State Newsstand 

P e r i o d i c a l s  
Journal of the American Musicological Society Musical Quarterly 
New York Times New Yorker 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer Seattle Times 

A V / M u l t i m e d i a  
Try a Keyword Search in the Library Catalog.  For example:  mozart sound recording 
Also, check the AV Media binder at the reference desk & the media services window. 

W e b  R e s o u r c e s  
Internet Public Library Music Links     http://www.ipl.org/div/subject/browse/hum20.60.00/ 
Musical America     http://musicalamerica.com/ 
UW Music Library Online Music Resources     http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/Music/index.html
Seattle Weekly Music Events (online calendar)     http://seattleweekly.com/music/ 



E v a l u a t i o n  &  C i t a t i o n  
Evaluate all information carefully.  Web sites present additional challenges.  Use the evaluation criteria 
below to determine the quality of information sources. 

Purpose What is the source trying to do:  entertain? persuade? sell? inform? 
Authority Who's responsible for the information?  author?  publisher? 
Accuracy Is the information correct? true?  How does it compare with others? 

Objectivity Is it inherently biased?  Are there other sides to the story? 
Currency Is the information up-to-date? timely? 
Coverage How much detail is included?  What’s excluded? 

A good researcher uses a standard citation format to identify the information used and give credit to its 
creator.  Consistency is crucial.  Find examples of MLA, Chicago, APA, and AAA formats at the library's 
Citation Style Guides web page. 
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